
Message from your Town Administrator 
 
 
This past Wednesday, October 9, 2019, was an exciting day in Milliken with a ribbon-cutting officially opening 
the Town of Milliken’s Reverse Osmosis Water treatment facility (the RO Plant). 
 
The RO water treatment plant was closed back on December 2, 2014, when the Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) found that our byproduct contained too much Selenium. The 
drinking water production of the RO plant has always been of very high quality, but when you take the 
impurities out of the water you create a waste byproduct – or brine – which through the return flow 
eventually returns to the Little Thompson River. Human consumption of Selenium in drinking water is to be 
maintained below 50 ppm and we’ve always been well within those guidelines. As we learned, the CDPHE 
fears that even small levels of selenium can have a cumulative effect in aquatic wildlife endangering the birds 
and water fowl that prey on them. Therefore, the discharge to the Little Thompson River is limited to 4.6 
ppm.  
 
The RO plant was started up on September 9th. A whole group of engineers and our Water staff went 
through extensive testing and training on this new state of the art system. The Grand Opening was about one 
month after the RO plant went back online and was attended by some of our citizens, people from other 
states, officials from other local communities, Town Staff and Board Members. In that first month of 
operation, we are excited to say we produced 8 million gallons of water. 
 
This project is the first of its kind for municipal use. The byproduct of the water treatment process, the 
“Brine” must be treated to remove selenium from the effluent. A process that had been used in mining water 
purification was redesigned a bit and hopeful of being able to deal with our Selenium, which in fact it does.  
 
If we were able to run this treatment center 24 hours a day – 7 days a week, we would produce about 570 
Acre Feet of Water or about 186 million gallons. Technically we do not have the ability to pipe that much into 
our supply lines every hour as sometimes homeowners have low usage and there is no room in the supply 
line for the additional water. Someday we will need to add a water storage tank to the RO system so we can 
get our full advantage from the RO plant and the water wells that supply it.  
 
We all should put out a huge thanks to all the employees of the Water Wastewater team who have worked 
so hard to make this come true. Thank you, Don Stonebrink, Troy Satterfield, Kyle Beyerlein, Chris Derrera & 
Zach Latham. A special thanks to Leonard Wiest who oversaw the whole project and Don Sandoval with the 
Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) for awarding the Town of Milliken a Grant to help finance this project. 
Cheers - with a glass of nice cool well water – Milliken style. 
 


